
C-1

 MEA RELEASED ITEMS – MARCH 2003 ASSESSMENT – GRADE 11

FILE C

Social Studies:
Item Information and Scoring Guide Reference
Sheet and Quantities of Items by Type .........................C-2

Item Information and Scoring Guide 
Reference Sheet ...............................................................C-3

Quantities of Items by Type ..............................................C-4

Items with Keys, Learning Results, Scoring Guides,
Training Notes, and Student Responses ......................C-5

Back to Table of Contents



C-2

 MEA RELEASED ITEMS – MARCH 2003 ASSESSMENT – GRADE 11

Social Studies
Item Information and Scoring Guide Reference Sheet 

and Quan ti ties of Items by Type



C-3

 MEA RELEASED ITEMS – MARCH 2003 ASSESSMENT – GRADE 11

Item Information and Scoring Guide Reference Sheet

The following pages are designed to assist you in understanding how Maine Educational 
Assessment (MEA) items are scored. These pages contain the text for each item 
accompanied by the following information.

• MC#:  the multiple-choice item position

• Key: the letter of the correct answer for the multiple-choice item

• Learning Results: the content standard, followed by the performance indicator, that the  
  item measured

• CR#: the constructed-response item position

• Learning Results: the content standard, followed by the performance indicator, that the  
  item measured

• Constructed-Response Scoring Guide: the four-point description used to determine
  the score

• Training Notes: in-depth descriptions or particular information used to determine the 
  score
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MAINE 2002–2003

Social Studies Grade 11

The table below shows the quantities of released items for each item type. Item information for all 
item types and scor ing information (guides and train ing notes) for all constructed-response items 
follow.

QUANTITIES OF ITEMS BY TYPE
 

 MC CR

 24 6 
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Items with Keys, Learning Results, Scoring Guides, 
Training Notes, and Student Responses
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MC#: 1
Key: B
Learning Results: Economics C-1
Comparative Systems
C    Students will analyze how different economic systems function and change over time.  Students will be 

able to
1         explain the impact of cultural values on economic decisions, using at least two examples.

1.    In different types of economic systems, 
there are different factors that infl uence 
economic decisions. In colonial times, 
early settlers came to the New World 
planning to take up the same jobs their 
families had always done and farm the
same crops their families had always 
grown. This kind of economic decision 
making is typical of a

A.   command economic system.

B.   traditional economic system.

C.   market economic system.

D.   mixed-market economic system.
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MC#: 2
Key: D
Learning Results: History B-1
Historical Knowledge, Concepts, and Patterns
B     Students will develop historical knowledge of major events, people, and enduring themes in the United 

States, in Maine, and throughout world history.  Students will be able to
1         demonstrate an understanding of the causes and effects of major events in United States history and 

their connection to both Maine and world history with emphasis on events after 1877, including, but not 
limited to:

            Industrialization   The Great Depression
            The Cold War (and its ending) WWI and WWII
            The Vietnam Era   Civil Rights Movement
            Watergate 

          • Truman Doctrine

          • Space race

          • Containment Policy

          • Domino theory

          • Berlin Wall

2.    All of the above are most closely associated 
with

A.   the Korean War.

B.   World War I.

C.   World War II.

D.   the Cold War.
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MC#: 3
Key: B
Learning Results: Civics and Government A-4
Rights, Responsibilities, and Participation
A     Students will understand the rights and responsibilities of civic life and will employ the skills of effective 

civic participation.  Students will be able to
4         demonstrate an understanding of the processes of voter registration and voter participation.

3.    Voters are required to register in order to

A.   provide census information.

B.   prevent election fraud.

C.   encourage membership in a party.

D.   discourage uninformed voting.
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MC#: 4
Key: A
Learning Results: Geography A-1
Skills and Tools
A     Students will know how to construct and interpret maps and use globes and other geographic tools to 

locate and derive information about people, places, regions, and environments.  Students will be able to
1         use mapping to answer complex geographic and environmental problems.

4.    Which landform would most likely be 
found near city A?

A.   a delta

B.   a peninsula

C.   a plateau

D.   a volcano
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MC#: 5
Key: D
Learning Results: Geography A-3
Skills and Tools
A     Students will know how to construct and interpret maps and use globes and other geographic tools to 

locate and derive information about people, places, regions, and environments.  Students will be able to
3         understand how cultural and technological features can link or divide regions.

5.    Some geographers consider Mexico to 
be part of North America, while other 
geographers argue that Mexico is part 
of Latin America. Which statement best 
supports the idea that Mexico is part of 
North America?

A.   Mexico and North America have 
political ties based on similar political 
parties.

B.   Mexico and North America have 
economic ties based on common 
currency.

C.   Mexico and North America have 
cultural ties based on a common 
language.

D.   Mexico and North America have 
physical ties based on geographic 
location.

North America
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MC#: 6
Key: C
Learning Results: Economics A-1
Personal and Consumer Economics
A     Students will understand that economic decisions are based on the availability of resources and the costs 

and benefi ts of choices.  Students will be able to
1         conduct a cost benefi t analysis of a personal or business decision.

6.    Which best describes the economic term 
“net income”?

A.   the value of your job benefi ts such 
as health insurance

B.   the money you have left after all your 
living expenses are paid 

C.   your take-home pay after deductions

D.   your weekly salary multiplied by 52
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MC#: 7
Key: C
Learning Results: Economics B-3
Economic Systems of the United States
B     Students will understand the economic system of the United States, including its principles, development, 

and institutions.  Students will be able to
3         explain the positive and the negative impacts of advertising techniques on consumer behavior.

7.    The purpose of advertising can be to 
inform, to infl uence, or to do both. All 
of the following give factual information 
about a vacation area except

A.   daily cost per person for rooms.

B.   events and activities available.

C.   testimonials by previous famous 
visitors.

D.   transportation costs and car rental 
rates.
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MC#: 8
Key: A
Learning Results: Economics D-2
International Trade and Global Interdependence
D    Students will understand the patterns and results of international trade.  Students will be able to
2         evaluate the effect on international trade of domestic policies which either encourage or discourage

exchange of goods and services (e.g., quotas, tariffs, skilled labor, stable government).

8.    In recent years, the United States has 
had a trade defi cit—it buys more than 
it sells. Which of the following would be 
most likely to lower the trade defi cit?

A.   increasing exports and reducing 
imports

B.   lowering the quality of exported 
goods

C.   increasing taxes on exports

D.   eliminating all strategic exports
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MC#: 9
Key: B
Learning Results: Geography A-1
Skills and Tools
A     Students will know how to construct and interpret maps and use globes and other geographic tools to 

locate and derive information about people, places, regions, and environments.  Students will be able to
1         use mapping to answer complex geographic and environmental problems.

9.    Based on the information in the graph, 
which of the following is the best 
conclusion?

A.   People no longer wanted to immigrate 
to the United States in the 1990s.

B.   The number of legal immigrants 
declined in the 1990s.

C.   The United States admitted too many 
immigrants in the 1990s.

D.   The number of illegal immigrants rose 
in the 1990s.
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MC#: 10
Key: D
Learning Results: History A-1
Chronology
A     Students will use the chronology of history and major eras to demonstrate the relationships of events and 

people.  Students will be able to
1         identify and analyze major events and people that characterize each of the signifi cant eras in the United 

States and world history.  (See suggested eras below.)

Eras in United States History
        •   The Americas to 1600
         •   The Colonial Era, 1500–1754
         •   The Revolutionary Era, 1754–1783
         •   Nation Building, 1783–1815
         •   The Expanding Nation, 1815–1850
         •   Civil War and Reconstruction, 1850–1877
         •   Development of the Industrial United States, 1865–1914
         •   The Progressive Era, 1890–1914
         •   Emergence of the United States as a World Power, 1890–1920
         •   The ‘20’s:  Prosperity and Problems
         •   Depression and The New Deal, 1929–1941
         •   World War II and Post War United States, 1939–1961
         •   Contemporary United States, 1961–Present

Eras in World History
        •   Emergence of Civilization to 1000 BC
         •   The Classical Civilizations of the Mediterranean Basin, India, and China, 1000 BC–600 AD
         •   The Expansion and Interaction of Civilizations, 600 AD–1450 AD
         •   The Early Modern World, 1450–1800
         •   The World in the Nineteenth Century
         •   The World in the Contemporary Era

10.  You are writing a report about the 
early 1900s. This period, known as the 
Progressive Era, was a time of many social, 
economic, and political reforms. Which of 
the following would be the best example 
of a reform to the political system?

A.   The Pure Food and Drug Act was 
passed to make food and medicine 
safer for consumers.

B.   Child labor laws were passed, limiting 
work hours and improving safety 
conditions.

C.   Conservation was pushed by the 
president and more national parks 
were added.

D.   A constitutional amendment was 
ratifi ed, allowing the people to directly 
elect senators.
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MC#: 11
Key: C
Learning Results: Economics C-2
Comparative Systems
C    Students will analyze how different economic systems function and change over time.  Students will be 

able to
2         compare strengths and weaknesses of the market economy with other economic models, using broad 

societal goals such as freedom, equity, security, employment, stability, and economic growth.

11.  In recent years, Russia and other countries 
have been moving from a command 
economy to a market economy. A country 
moving from a command economy to a 
market economy will most likely

A.   increase government control of 
business.

B.   establish a new political system.

C.   reduce government control of 
business.

D.   establish a new monetary system.
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MC#: 12
Key: A
Learning Results: History C-1
Historical Inquiry, Analysis, and Interpretation
C    Students will learn to evaluate resource material such as documents, artifacts, maps, artworks, and literature, 

and to make judgments about the perspectives of the authors and their credibility when interpreting current 
historical events.  Students will be able to

1         evaluate and use historical materials to formulate historical hypotheses regarding a specifi c issue (e.g.,
space travel), and to make predictions about the future of the issue.

“Upon this a question arises: whether it be 
better to be loved than feared or feared than 
loved? It may be answered that one should 
wish to be both, but, because it is diffi cult to 
unite them in one person, [it] is much safer 
to be feared than loved. . . . ”

  Nicolo Machiavelli in The Prince

12.  Which of the following twentieth-century 
world leaders would best fi t Machiavelli’s 
description above?

A.   Joseph Stalin 

B.   Winston Churchill

C.   Franklin Roosevelt

D.   Mahatma Gandhi
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MC#: 13
Key: D
Learning Results: Geography B-2
Human Interaction with Environments
B     Students will understand and analyze the relationships among people and their physical environment.  

Students will be able to
2         explain patterns of migration throughout the world.

13.  In which country is the majority of the 
population Muslim?

A.   Brazil

B.   India

C.   Japan

D.   Saudi Arabia
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MC#: 14
Key: A
Learning Results: Civics and Government D-1
International Relations
D    Students will understand the political relationships among the United States and other nations.  Students 

will be able to
1         analyze the processes used to develop foreign policy.

•     The president, as commander in 
chief, can send troops to a foreign 
country.

•     Congress infl uences foreign aid by 
the amount of money it includes in 
the budget for foreign aid.

•     The president’s secretary of state is
responsible for United States relations
with foreign countries.

14.  Which of the following is the best 
conclusion that can be made from these 
statements?

A.   The power to make foreign policy is 
divided between the legislative and 
executive branches.

B.   The president has complete 
responsibility for foreign policy.

C.   The power to make foreign policy is 
divided between the president and the 
Cabinet.

D.   The Congress has more infl uence 
than the executive branch in making 
foreign policy.
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MC#: 15
Key: C
Learning Results: Economics B-2
Economic Systems of the United States
B     Students will understand the economic system of the United States, including its principles, development, 

and institutions.  Students will be able to
2         identify and analyze the role of government in the United States economic system (e.g., taxing, spending, 

setting interest rates, regulatory policy).

15.  The United States government infl uences 
the economy in many ways. One action 
the government takes is to make 
consumer protection laws. Which of 
the following is the best example of a 
consumer protection law?

A.   People must register before they 
vote.

B.   People cannot discriminate on the 
basis of race.

C.   Companies must test new medical 
drugs before they can be sold.

D.   Companies cannot force people to 
work in unsafe conditions.
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MC#: 16
Key: B
Learning Results: Civics and Government B-4
Purpose and Types of Government
B     Students will understand the types and purposes of governments, their evolution, and their relationships 

with the governed.  Students will be able to
4         assess the tension between the public’s need for government services and the varying availability of 

revenue through taxes at the local, state, and federal levels.

2000 Federal Budget Spending
($ billions)

Physical, Human and
Community Development

140

Medicare and Medicaid 217

Interest on the Debt 236

National Defense and
International Affairs

284

Social Security 413

16.  The government rarely collects enough 
money from taxes to provide all of the 
services and programs people want. 
Which category of spending would have 
had the greatest direct economic effect 
on low-income people if its monies were 
cut?

A.   Physical, Human, and Community 
Development

B.   Medicare and Medicaid

C.   Interest on the Debt

D.   National Defense and International 
Affairs
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MC#: 17
Key: B
Learning Results: History A-1
Chronology
A     Students will use the chronology of history and major eras to demonstrate the relationships of events and 

people.  Students will be able to
1         identify and analyze major events and people that characterize each of the signifi cant eras in the United 

States and world history.  (See suggested eras below.)

Eras in United States History
        •   The Americas to 1600
        •   The Colonial Era, 1500–1754
        •   The Revolutionary Era, 1754–1783
        •   Nation Building, 1783–1815
        •   The Expanding Nation, 1815–1850
        •   Civil War and Reconstruction, 1850–1877
        •   Development of the Industrial United States, 1865–1914
        •   The Progressive Era, 1890–1914
        •   Emergence of the United States as a World Power, 1890–1920
        •   The ‘20’s:  Prosperity and Problems
        •   Depression and The New Deal, 1929–1941
        •   World War II and Post War United States, 1939–1961
        •   Contemporary United States, 1961–Present

Eras in World History
        •   Emergence of Civilization to 1000 BC
        •   The Classical Civilizations of the Mediterranean Basin, India, and China, 1000 BC–600 AD
        •   The Expansion and Interaction of Civilizations, 600 AD–1450 AD
        •   The Early Modern World, 1450–1800
        •   The World in the Nineteenth Century
        •   The World in the Contemporary Era

17.  Listed below are foreign policy agreements 
by various countries.

 • Appeasement

 • Rome-Berlin Axis

 • Atlantic Charter—Four Freedoms

 • Nonaggression Pact

 • Lend-Lease Act

      With which event are all these agreements 
associated?

A.   World War I

B.   World War II

C.   Korean War

D.   Vietnam War
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MC#: 18
Key: A
Learning Results: History B-4
Historical Knowledge, Concepts, and Patterns
B     Students will develop historical knowledge of major events, people, and enduring themes in the United 

States, in Maine, and throughout world history.  Students will be able to
4         demonstrate an understanding of enduring themes in history (e.g., confl ict and cooperation, technology 

and innovation, freedom and justice). 

18.  Which condition is least likely to contribute 
to revolution within a country?

A.   when economic and political infl uence 
are evenly distributed

B.   when major businesses and natural 
resources are owned by foreign 
companies

C.   when there are income gaps between 
social classes

D.   when one group has most of the 
political power
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MC#: 19
Key: C
Learning Results: Geography A-2
Skills and Tools
A     Students will know how to construct and interpret maps and use globes and other geographic tools to 

locate and derive information about people, places, regions, and environments.  Students will be able to
2         appraise the ways in which maps refl ect economic, social, and political policy decision making.   

19.  You are doing research for a geography 
report and you fi nd a recent daylight 
satellite photograph of Africa. This would 
be most helpful for determining

A.   patterns of human migration.

B.   data about population density.

C.   boundaries of natural regions.

D.   shifts in agricultural land use.
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MC#: 20
Key: B
Learning Results: Geography B-4
Human Interaction with Environments
B     Students will understand and analyze the relationships among people and their physical environment.  

Students will be able to
4         explain how confl ict and cooperation among peoples contribute to the division of the earth’s surface into 

distinctive cultural and political regions.

“Confl icts over religion and resources 
have shaped the history of these Middle 
Eastern countries.”

20.  Which group of countries is best described 
by the statement?

A.   Kenya, Nigeria, Zaire

B.   Iran, Israel, Syria

C.   Costa Rica, Mexico, Nicaragua

D.   Indonesia, Myanmar, Thailand



C-26

 MEA RELEASED ITEMS – MARCH 2003 ASSESSMENT – GRADE 11

CR#: 21
Learning Results: Economics A-1
Personal and Consumer Economics
A     Students will understand that economic decisions are based on the availability of resources and the costs 

and benefi ts of choices.  Students will be able to
1         conduct a cost benefi t analysis of a personal or business decision.

21.  The prices of similar goods or products can vary greatly. For example, one music CD 
might cost $3.99, while another costs $16.99.

      Using economic terms, fully explain three reasons why the price of a good or product can vary
so much.
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CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE SCORING GUIDE

Score Description

4

General:   Student response reflects an in-depth understanding of economic concepts and the 
factors affecting price.

Specific:  Response gives an in-depth explanation of three distinct reasons why prices differ.  
Economic terms are used correctly and are clearly related to reasons for price differences.

3

General: Student response reflects a general understanding of economic concepts and the 
factors affecting price.

Specific:  Response gives a general explanation of three distinct reasons why prices differ.  
Economic terms are used correctly and are related to at least two of the reasons for price 
differences.

2

General:   Student response reflects a limited understanding of economic concepts and the 
factors affecting price or student does not fully answer the question.

Specific:  Response gives a limited explanation of at least two reasons why prices differ.  (limited 
= just using an economic term, but not explaining how it affects price or explaining what affects 
price, but not using any economic terms)

OR

Response gives a thorough explanation of one reason why prices differ and ties the reason to an 
economic term.

1

General:   Student response reflects a minimal understanding of economic concepts and the 
factors affecting price.

Specific:  Response gives an explanation of at least one reason why prices differ.  No economic 
terms are  mentioned.

OR

Response gives one or more relevant economic terms with little or no explanation.

0
Response is incorrect or contains some correct work that is irrelevant to the skill or concept 
being measured.

Blank No response.
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Training Notes for Constructed-Response #21

Why Prices Vary

 • supply

 • demand

 • costs

 • profit

 • scarcity

 • competition

Scoring Notes

 • Inflation

   Cost-push inflation

    – costs of the factors of production increase
     – shortage of labor forces labor costs to increase or need to hire more employees
     – costs of materials/natural resources change

    – production costs increase
     – utility, transportation, or marketing costs increase

    – government actions increase costs
     – taxes increase
     – minimum wage goes up
     – new laws relating to safety or the environment raise costs

   Demand-pull inflation

    – high market demand for the product raises the price

 • Supply and Demand

 • Competition
   – increase in competition will lower the price

 • Sales/loss leader-sales to increase demand for product

 • Increase profit margins
   – company needs to make more money

 • Use of new costly technology or improved product
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Student Responses for Constructed-Response #21 for Score Points 4, 3, 2, and 1

  21.
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CR#: 22
Learning Results: History B-1
Historical Knowledge, Concepts, and Patterns
B     Students will develop historical knowledge of major events, people, and enduring themes in the United 

States, in Maine, and throughout world history.  Students will be able to
1         demonstrate an understanding of the causes and effects of major events in United States history and 

their connection to both Maine and world history with emphasis on events after 1877, including, but not 
limited to:

            Industrialization   The Great Depression
            The Cold War (and its ending) WWI and WWII
            The Vietnam Era   Civil Rights Movement
            Watergate 

22.  The Industrial Revolution, which took place in the 1700s and 1800s, was a turning point 
in the history of the United States and Western Europe.

a.   Briefl y describe what the Industrial Revolution was.

b.   Fully explain three examples of how the Industrial Revolution changed the social and/or 
economic lives of people. Be sure to include historical details in your explanation.
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CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE SCORING GUIDE

Score Description

4

General:  Response reflects an in-depth understanding of the effects of the Industrial Revolution 
on the economic and/or social lives of people. 

Specific:  The response gives a complete and accurate answer for all four parts of the question, 
a brief description of what the Industrial Revolution was (1), and a complete explanation of 
three examples of how the Industrial Revolution changed the social and/or economic lives of the 
people (3).  Explanation includes accurate and relevant historical details.

3

General: Response reflects a general understanding of the effects of the Industrial Revolution on 
the economic and/or social lives of people. 

Specific: The response gives a general answer for all four parts of the question.

OR

Response gives an accurate and complete answer for three parts of the question but a limited 
answer for the other part.

2

General: Response reflects a limited understanding of the effects of the Industrial Revolution on 
the economic and/or social lives of people or response does not answer all parts of the question.

Specific:  The response gives a very limited answer for all four parts of the question.

OR

Response answers only three parts of the question, but gives general answers.

OR

Response gives good answers for at least two parts of the question.

1

General:  Response reflects a minimal understanding of the effects of the Industrial Revolution 
on the economic and/or social lives of people.

Specific:  The response answers at least one part of the question.

0
Response is incorrect or contains some correct work that is irrelevant to the skill or concept 
being measured.

Blank No response.

Training Notes for Constructed-Response #22
Part a.
Description of Industrial Revolution has to say more than “new technology and rapid change.” This description 
could fit any period in history.

(agricultural to industrial—machines in factories to mass produce goods)

Part b.

The focus should be on how the Industrial Revolution changed the social and/or economic lives of people. 

A “4” must include specific historic details and focus on explanation of social and economic changes in 
people’s lives.

A “3” may not include specific historic details.
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Student Responses for Constructed-Response #22 for Score Points 4, 3, 2, and 1

  22.
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CR#: 23
Learning Results: Geography B-1
Human Interaction with Environments
B     Students will understand and analyze the relationships among people and their physical environment.  

Students will be able to
1         explain factors which shape places and regions over time (e.g., physical and cultural factors).

23.  Changes in weather or climate can have a major effect on regions. The Northeast has 
had below average snowfall the last few winters. Consider what would happen if Maine 
had two times its average snowfall next year.

      Choose two of the areas listed below.

         • government income and spending

         • business sales and profi ts

         • Maine teenagers

      For each area you choose, give a complete explanation of one positive economic effect 
and one negative economic effect. Be sure to explain the connection between increased 
snowfall and the economic effect you are describing.
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CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE SCORING GUIDE

Score Description

4

General:  Student response reflects an in-depth understanding of the effects of nature (snowfall) 
on various parts of the economy.

Specific: Response fully explains the connection between increased snowfall and four important 
economic effects (one positive effect and one negative effect for each area).  Effects are 
reasonable, accurate, and fully explained.

3

General:   Student response reflects a general understanding of the effects of nature (snowfall) 
on various parts of the economy.

Specific: Response gives a general explanation of the connection between increased snowfall 
and four economic effects (one positive effect and one negative effect for each area). 

OR

Response gives a complete explanation of the connection between increased snowfall and three 
economic effects. 

2

General:   Student response reflects a limited understanding of the effects of nature (snowfall) 
on various parts of the economy or student does not answer all parts of the question.

Specific: Response gives a limited explanation of the connection between increased snowfall 
and three or four effects.   (Limited = effects not very important, response does not really explain 
connection between increased snowfall and effect, or the same effect is used twice)

OR

Response gives a full explanation of the connection between increased snowfall and two 
economic effects.

1

General:  Student response reflects a minimal understanding of the effects of nature (snowfall) 
on various parts of the economy.

Specific: Response gives a general explanation of at least two effects.

OR

Response gives a full explanation of the connection between increased snowfall and one 
economic effect.

0
Response is incorrect or contains some correct work that is irrelevant to the skill or concept 
being measured.

Blank No response.
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Student Responses for Constructed-Response #23 for Score Points 4, 3, 2, and 1

  23.
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CR#: 24
Learning Results: Civics and Government A-4
Rights, Responsibilities, and Participation
A     Students will understand the rights and responsibilities of civic life and will employ the skills of effective 

civic participation.  Students will be able to
4         demonstrate an understanding of the processes of voter registration and voter participation.

24.  a. Describe the trend the graph shows in the percentage of voters taking part in elections 
 between 1964 and 1996.

      b. Explain two reasons for this trend.

      c. Describe one effect this trend has had on elections.



C-51

 MEA RELEASED ITEMS – MARCH 2003 ASSESSMENT – GRADE 11

CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE SCORING GUIDE

Score Description

4

General:  Student response reflects in-depth understanding of factors that influence voter 
participation. 

Specific: Response states that voter participation has fallen, fully explains two reasonable and 
important reasons for this fall and clearly describes one important effect this has had on 
elections.

3

General:  Student response reflects a general understanding of factors that influence voter 
participation.

Specific:  Student gives general responses for all three parts of the question.  The reasons and/
or effect may not be fully explained or may not be important.

2

General: Student response reflects a limited understanding of factors that influence voter 
participation or student does not answer all parts of the question.

Specific: Student gives a limited response for all three parts of the question. 

OR

Student gives a good answer for two parts of the question.

1

General: Student response reflects minimal understanding of factors that influence voter 
participation.

Specific: Student gives a minimal response for all three parts of the question. 

OR

Student answers one part of the question correctly.

0
Response is incorrect or contains some correct work that is irrelevant to the skill or concept 
being measured.

Blank No response.

Part a. • percentage of voters has declined

Part b. • people fed up with corrupt politicians

  • politicians never do what they say

  • my vote won’t make any difference

  • people don’t know how to actually vote

  • people don’t know about the candidates or issues

  • people too busy—no time

Part c. • small number of people actually making decision—25%

  • people who don’t vote (young, poor, and minorities) don’t have much influence

Training Notes for Constructed-Response #24
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Student Responses for Constructed-Response #24 for Score Points 4, 3, 2, and 1

  24.
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MC#: 25
Key: B
Learning Results: History C-4
Historical Inquiry, Analysis, and Interpretation
C    Students will learn to evaluate resource material such as documents, artifacts, maps, artworks, and literature, 

and to make judgments about the perspectives of the authors and their credibility when interpreting current 
historical events.  Students will be able to

4         compare and contrast the reliability of information received from multiple sources (e.g., newspapers, 
radio or TV, biography, historical narrative) to assess an historical issue.

25.  You are writing a report on a current 
world crisis. What would most likely be 
the best source for information on recent 
developments?

A.   dictionary

B.   magazine article

C.   fi ction book

D.   encyclopedia
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MC#: 26
Key: D
Learning Results: Economics D-1
International Trade and Global Interdependence
D    Students will understand the patterns and results of international trade.  Students will be able to
1         demonstrate an understanding that a nation has a competitive advantage when it can produce a product 

at a lower cost than its trading partner.

26.  Nations have a comparative advantage 
when they are able to produce a product 
at a lower cost than another country. 
Which country would most likely have 
a comparative advantage in selling the 
product mentioned?

A.   tea grown in England

B.   steel produced in Afghanistan

C.   rice grown in Canada

D.   oil produced in Saudi Arabia
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MC#: 27
Key: A
Learning Results: Geography B-1
Human Interaction with Environments
B     Students will understand and analyze the relationships among people and their physical environment.  

Students will be able to
1         explain factors which shape places and regions over time (e.g., physical and cultural factors).

27.  Agriculture is diffi cult in Japan because 
much of the land

A.   is mountainous.

B.   is forested.

C.   receives little rainfall.

D.   lies below sea level.
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MC#: 28
Key: C
Learning Results: Civics and Government C-7
Fundamental Principles of Government and Constitutions
C    Students will understand the constitutional principles and the democratic foundations of the political 

institutions of the United States.  Students will be able to
7         examine civil rights issues related to well-known Supreme Court decisions.

The court ruled unanimously that, 
“guarantee of counsel is one of our 
fundamental rights . . . In our system of 
criminal justice, any person who is too 
poor to hire a lawyer, cannot be assured 
a fair trial . . . ”

   1963 Gideon v. Wainwright

28.  In the Gideon decision, the Supreme 
Court was protecting which constitutional 
right?

A.   religious and political freedom 
(Amendment 1)

B.   freedom from unreasonable search 
and seizure (Amendment 4)

C.   rights of the accused (Amendment 6)

D.   right to a jury trial in civil cases 
(Amendment 7)
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CR#: 40
Learning Results: History B-5
Historical Knowledge, Concepts, and Patterns
B     Students will develop historical knowledge of major events, people, and enduring themes in the United 

States, in Maine, and throughout world history.  Students will be able to
5         explain how different ways of knowing and believing have infl uenced human history and culture.

40.  The religions listed below have had a major impact on world history.

         • Buddhism

         • Christianity

         • Hinduism

         • Islam

         • Judaism

a.   Choose one religion and write your choice.

b.   Answer either question 1 or question 2 below, not both.

 • Question 1: What was the origin or beginning of the religion you chose?

 • Question 2: What are two major beliefs of the religion you chose?

c.   Explain two important ways the religion you chose has had an impact on world 
history. Be sure to include specifi c historic details.
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Training Notes for Constructed-Response #40

Focus for scoring is on part c, especially at the “3” and “4” level.

CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE SCORING GUIDE

Score Description

4

General:  Response reflects an in-depth understanding of one of the world’s major religions.

Specific:  The response gives an accurate and complete answer for all three parts of the 
question, either the origins of the religion or two important beliefs (1) and two ways the religion 
has impacted world history (2).

3

General:  Response reflects a general understanding of one of the world’s major religions.

Specific: The response gives a general answer for all three parts of the question.

OR

Response gives an accurate and complete answer for two parts of the question and a limited 
answer for the third part.

2

General:  Response reflects a limited understanding of one of the world’s major religions or 
student does not answer all parts of the question.

Specific:  The response gives a minimal answer for all three parts of the question.

OR

Response answers only two parts of the question, but gives general answers.

1

General:  Response reflects a minimal understanding of one of the world’s major religions.

Specific:  The response gives a good answer for one part of the question.

OR

Response gives a minimal answer for two parts of the question.

0
Response is incorrect or contains some correct work that is irrelevant to the skill or concept 
being measured.

Blank No response.
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Student Responses for Constructed-Response #40 for Score Points 4, 3, 2, and 1

  40.
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CR#: 41
Learning Results: Civics and Government B-1
Purpose and Types of Government
B     Students will understand the types and purposes of governments, their evolution, and their relationships 

with the governed.  Students will be able to
1         compare and contrast the purpose and the structure of the United States government with other 

governments (parliamentary, dictatorship, monarchy) with respect to ideology, values, and histories.

41.  This diagram illustrates the organization of a presidential government (such as the United 
States) and the organization of a parliamentary government (such as Great Britain).

a.   Identify which branch of the parliamentary government has the most power and fully 
explain why.

b.   Identify in which system of government, presidential or parliamentary, the voters have 
the least infl uence and fully explain two reasons why.
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CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE SCORING GUIDE

Score Description

4

General:  Response reflects an in-depth understanding of differences between a parliamentary 
form of government and a presidential form of government.

Specific:  The response gives an accurate and complete answer for all four parts of the question, 
identifying the branch (1), fully explaining why that branch has the most power (1), and fully 
explaining two reasons why citizens have less influence in that system (2).

3

General:  Response reflects a general understanding of differences between a parliamentary 
form of government and a presidential form of government.

Specific: The response gives a general answer for all four parts of the question.

OR

Response gives an accurate and complete answer for three parts of the question, but a limited 
answer for the other part.

OR

Response gives an accurate and complete answer for three parts of the question, but no answer 
for the other part. This would be especially true in part b. where there do not seem to be two 
distinct reasons.

2

General:  Response reflects a limited understanding of differences between a parliamentary 
form of government and a presidential form of government or student does not answer all parts 
of the question.

Specific:  The response gives a very limited answer for all four parts of the question.

OR

Response answers only three parts of the question, but gives general answers.

OR

Response answers only two parts of the question, but gives good answers. 

1

General:  Response reflects a minimal understanding of differences between a parliamentary 
form of government and a presidential form of government.

Specific:  The response answers one part of the question.

0
Response is incorrect or contains some correct work that is irrelevant to the skill or concept 
being measured.

Blank No response.
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Note:  The main focus of the question is on the explanation in part a and part b.

part a.

the legislative branch most powerful

 • The legislature proposes and enacts laws.

 • The legislature selects the head of government/prime minister (from the majority party in 
  the legislature).

 • The legislature appoints the judiciary.

 • The legislature has a direct effect on two branches of government—executive and judicial.

part b.

the parliamentary system

 • Voters can only elect legislators.

 • The legislature selects the head of government/prime minister (from the majority party in 
  the legislature).

 • The legislature appoints the judiciary.

 • The legislature has a direct effect on two branches of government—executive and judicial—and 
  the voters have no say.

the presidential system

 • Voters only elect electors for president and so do not have much say whereas in parliamentary 
  system they elect the legislators who have most of the power in the government. 

 • The cabinet, which is an important part of the government, is not elected whereas cabinet 
  ministers in England are elected members of parliament.

 • The law-making process is so complicated with checks and balances that the voters really 
  have little influence.

Training Notes for Constructed-Response #41



C-72

 MEA RELEASED ITEMS – MARCH 2003 ASSESSMENT – GRADE 11

Student Responses for Constructed-Response #41 for Score Points 4, 3, 2, and 1
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